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SUBJECT: RATIFICATION OF SAN JOSE PACT 

1 . AMBASSADOR OF PERU TODAY SIGNED AMERICAN CONVENTION ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS, "PACT OF SAN JOSE", ON BEHALF OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT IN CEREMONY AT THE OAS WHICH AMBASSADORS 
TODMAN AND MCGEE ATTENDED. PERU'S ACTION BRINGS TO 14 
NUMBER OF COUNTRIES THAT HAVE SIGNED (PRESIDENT CARTER 
SIGNED FOR THE US ON JUNE 1); NUMBER OF RATIFICATIONS HAS 
REACHED THREE (COLOMBIA, COSTA RICA, VENEZUELA) OF 1 1 
REQUIRED AND PROCESS OF US RATIFICATION IS NOW UNDERWAY. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: ADDRESSEE COUNTRIES TOOK GENERALLY 
NEGATIVE STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS AT GRENADA OASGA THAT WE BE- 
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LIEVE IS OUT OF KEEPING WITH THEIR OWN TRADITIONS OF 
RESPECT FOR THE INDIVIDUAL AND THEIR STATUS AS INITIAL 
SIGNATORIES OF AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS. WE 
BELIEVE RATIFICATION OF THE PACT OF SAN JOSE BY REQUISITE 
NUMBER OF STATES TO BRING IT INTO FORCE WOULD GO FAR TO- 
WARD MULTILATERALIZING MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN A WAY THAT WOULD LESSEN BILATERAL FRICTION OF 
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TYPE WE ARE NOW EXPERIENCING. RATIFICATION BY CENTRAL 
AMERICAN SIGNATORIES WOULD BE SIGNIFICANT EARNEST OF THEIR 
COMMITMENT TO DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE INTER AMERICAN 
FRAMEWORK. IT WOULD BE MORE THAN AN IMPORTANT SYMBOLIC 
ACT FOR IT WOULD MARKEDLY ADVANCE PROSPECTS FOR REACHING 
TOTAL OF ELEVEN STATES REQUIRED TO BRING PACT INTO FORCE. 
OBVIOUSLY IT WOULD, IF ADOPTED BY OAS, IMPOSE NEW 
OBLIGATIONS IN DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ON ALL MEMBER STATES 
BUT RESULT WOULD BE INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF MONITORING/ 
ENFORCEMENT IN INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION AND 
NEW INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COURT RATHER THAN UNDER 
CURRENT PROCEDURES THAT SOME GOVERNMENTS CRITICIZE AS AD 
HOC AND OPEN TO POLITICIZATION. DEPARTMENT REQUESTS 
AMBASSADORS/CHARGES APPROACH EACH OF THESE GOVERNMENTS AT 
HIGH LEVEL TO URGE RATIFICATION OF SAN JOSE PACT AS 
MEASURE IN KEEPING WITH TRADITIONS AND VALUES OF ITS 
PEOPLE AND IMPORTANT STEP TOWARD MULTILATERALIZATION OF 
ISSUE THAT IS CURRENTLY TROUBLING HEMISPHERIC RELATIONSHIPS. 
VANCE 
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